than tuss over his ar her car’s exierior. A blue
sticker with whire letters boldly proclaimed,
“This is nor an abandoned car!”

Perhaps the owners enjoped a1 inside joke
with friends, some good-narured reasing abeut
neighborhood blight, or offers of a free wow to
the junkyard. Maybe the driver relished chis

SHaNS OF THE TAMES |

he SUY showed considerable age
and apparent hard use. A bir of rus,
soime dents, and a less-than polished
appearance revealed arher neglec
or an owner wich betrer things o do

Rich Dixon,
himself a

quadriplegic,
reflects on God's
view of those
who suffer from
disfigurements
of mind, body,
or both.,
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.. |:_ ..I
OUELCH THI
AWAY WHEM WE ENCOUNTE
SOMES JI"-I WHO™S OLITSIDE
NGy LITTLE BOX CF
APPEARAMCE.

siall spnibsd of rebellion ina culruee
iry thar associanes starus
a shiimy new auwam,

These's somerhing, healthy abeat
ival raking a car’s appearance oo

alWARLY

0ID, STARE, OR &
DESIRE TO' 1

THE
"WORMAL

seripusly. | appreciate the wae af sdF
|!-.'|'“r|.'-.'."'l'II|£_|ll.III'-'lr'.l"--n!lll'-'l.'l HEET)-
ous message, and chat b e ke
race me wondeer abour siery's ol
chraticn of physacal perfection

|I'|l_' ||_':l.||1-r|.| [ ST :i.'l_ll awkwand
ieslents when well-imsining falks
|1n_-|,:|||1i.' imcrminrrahle ar ohe :-i;l_l'll
of gy wheelchair. Tve learned
|_||||| kle wehen kids scare or sk inmo
(Kl ] u-_.;-\.\,-,i.-_-'.-. hetore their parenes
can slugshs them up, Yot even with my
tened sensiiviey, [ mmyvsel sl
act o cabers who have a physical
|.1|~r-'-||n TnEnt, injury, or illness. We
all |||:-|I Al v.lf'llrll." el we -'-'l!lll.lu =Ae,
ar simphy squekch the desime m i
iy when we encounter smeaine

ke

whea's nuside the ticy liode bos of

‘noenal” appezrance.

ke church iso't immune From
this inclination wewand conbarrassed
tiease im the Flr._'ln._'r.;.,'.ll-lllwu_' ki
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TLIEM
LR

Eli= ||||'. '.iu'”:. (L I!l.'IIl:.7|||:|' di':.l':.'rl.'ll
Frosme ex |||'H.I-r|‘| misms, Church !'.|||:-.
probahly display & bit more oue
ward :.|||:|_|n'\-i||l|.|'-\.ll 1 SLISPECL DHar
|'.'.||1|:-\.|| o |||'||'.iI.' roewargd Bneernal
sinessdoesnt disappear
at the mncnzry divor,

[n tacr, the reaction in
chizrch may approach the
|||'||'l|l'.:I|' extreme I|:|I.'
anxiery specrram. Sincere
effores o dernonscrate gra-
cipils poceance may heap
CECEEE ALMENTRON ON SHMEane
with g exparent physical
mecil. Adrmirable intene leads o a
Eamnilisr resuli—a1 unwelcome feel-
ing ol seperarion srcd disttncion on
the par of che diabled person,

As | ponclered cvar bamper sick-
er's message, | wondered iF God
STHMIETINDES WRILS 10 R i SR o0
some af His peape: “Thas s mae an
abandoned persoa!”

my accidaent

I'm 57 yUars ohl, A Freik a
dent, a cervical sinal cond imjury,
arkl ||.|:-|-:|r||,||-r|_l|.| e oo fined me
i & wheslchair far more shan rwo
decades. [ krow bow it fedks o be a
beat-up old car. |waied neady ven
yrears for semeane o o me oug of
sighr =0 [ wonldn't detrace from che
carefully cultivaizd neighbochand
ambaamnce,

Prear o mw aocident, [ earmed
and worked as

1 It I |.||.'|;r|'_'



a coniniselar, reachern, ared coach. |
|::-l.l.-n|:|:|:1ynt-nli:,nnrrzcl-u:l:iu.gl bitsiciess
and did consrriczion waile. Since my
i:'.julr}'. [ e bz i siiccessful middle
schood marhenwrics reicher, a male
that woild rereify mast able-baodied
p.:q,.l::. I've cranked 3 hared cycle
nors than thees thausand mils in
A WAl

Drespive indecipherable handwrie
g, v lesrned o comimincane
:.-I'I:.,-.,:li-.':-{!.- I:«:.-'l:.lpiu.g ai g kevhoard
with the erazer ends of ran pencils,
becaise sy pﬁr‘ilpud Eu.g:r.: CaILT
strike the keys l.lsing_ this im
vissd pechnioque, Dee |1||h|ish|:d Y-
exal magaxine arricles and wrinen
& hiclk.

Wi af these defines me or deter-
minss my significance.

1 have womh for one simple rea-
son: Ceod creared mie and loves me,
Limirarions cansed by injury and
taskes [ cam no bonger perform don't
diminish me in God's eves, noc do
milestones on the pach wo surviving
and thriving in spive of cragedy add
to my vakue

The mmple children's song says,
“lesus leves me, thi= 1 knew” and
char’s truly all T need oo know, God
loves me s musch chat He sane His
Som 1o die far me, anc noching [ do,
m:l:||1|'|l.' [ sm, can enhanee or demract
Frams the price Jesus pakd far me,

riy limited perspective

For many years after my injury,

1 canekel see ealy whar T lesa, gl
rasks 1 oo L e inde-
peredently. Since 1 share the hisman
pr-npemir:.l Liy Gl 8 11‘||}|.I[_-|h | am
the cenrer ol the ipniverse, [ was cef-
cain thar athers also perceived me
as wosthless and sselew, Able nnl:.-
o rfrr:-r__l.ni:m:;n;..l.[q,n;il:g.'. I Bved il 1
canii kel mlnn[_l'tr conrrihime.

Thankfislly, Gesl's grace dwarfed
my limmiced p:r.:pecl;i.\'e. W here 1
T I'h:upd:-uu.r_u. He saw carsfully
crafred pegential. Where 1 saw a
dimqbd.. broken bedy, He saw
His precicans crestbon | thoughs |
wik destimed for the junkyard, s
despire the harrered exerior, He
refused ro shandon me.

When the neurcsarpean inirially
explained the extent and potencial
cansequences of my injury, 1 cried
vee ligheen the mood with an old
joke. “Ihac, will 1 be able w play
the pianp™

“Maybe”

“Giremn, because | sure couldn’t play
e the accident.”

My Eume aviernpt ax humor acoaally
cemiaited a kel af wisdam. Hefore
ey imjury, | never perceived mysdf
as warthless becinse [ couldn't play
thie piasn, | amply acoopoed thas
everynne hacd serengihs amed weak-
rezsses, and plaping the piano wasn’s
one af my strempths.

Carzcliially, T realized thas wy stu-
aoan Fad i’ :1;:.”:.- {haugﬂj. ] |_'\1_||,||||
do sume tasks well, some poady, and
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sk ab alll Ceodd dlireces me oo
ilentify and develop my gifs and
wse them o serve pthers, Diespine
my anury, [ was Fundamenrally e

ciffersnt than amyane e,

THE CHURCH SLUFFERS

WHEN WE MARGINALIZE
ANYONE WHOYS DIFFERENT,
BECALISE WE DISCOUNT THAT
PERSONS UNIOUE GIFTS.

The chiurch isn't creared for the
sponty mew cirs of haimanirg. Fram
Ciowd 5 pergpective, we all meed majar
repair work, bur Flewanis se wse us
anyway. He inemoos the church m
help each person discover lis ar her
own unigque gifes and then provide
avenaes of service through which
these gifts can coneribure o build-

inegy up His Kirggdom.

the body of Christ

Taul used the metaphor of a
human bedy w explain thar every
person plays an essemtial rake i ehe
charch. He dismised the notan of
expendable parisz “Cin che conteary,
those parts of the body that seem
to be weaker are indispensable”
{1 Carinthians 12:22).

Lol doesmt make junk. He cre-
atedl gach af us with a purpes:, Even
ihscesr eof ws who ame a lcle bear up—
anad thar’s #ff of us—have something
erucial m affer, I's the church's roke
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1 prcrvice even derned, ruscy prople
an appartunizy m serve and FulRdl
rheir unigue purpnse.

1 can't lifr harnicure or shovel snow,
buc [ can writz, speak, and teach. [x
ronk a long time for me
undersamd char 2 disabilicy
doesn's prowicle a free pass m
wame God s gifes. 1'm here for
a reason. MWy scccdeneal imjory
daesrtmake me an accident.
Tmi called o be & responsible
stevwmre of my ahiliies—jur
fike erevpame dref

[v's srill noweasy. The whedchair
dernands a special space. Crippled
fAngers fumbk in frustation when
samseone exrends a hand in greeting,
Lifeless leps will make me want m
hide in embar-asmen. Wakneses
and failwres wempr me o belizve the
enery’s message thar [ don't bebng,
chat I'm messng up che apprarance
of the neighbarheaod,

it's not abowt me

1 still meed i be remindad chat 1
ni about mear my persanal gon-
fiort Bewel 1% absenur the chomch ared
its sk,

15 ahoun Gad.

The eneany erges us roward ghaoss
e similar e puselves, He kigms
rthar Paul was serious abour every
part l:.ti;'.g cwemnrial. The chinrch
siffers when we marginalize anjpone
ey differe, hecase we discoum
that persoa’s unigque gifts.



it sl has combined the mem-
hers of the body and has g greaser
horar w the pares that lacked i 50
that there should be no division in
the bady, bue thar its pares shoulbd
have equal corcern for each ccher.
I oo pam sulfers, every part sul
fers with ir; it one part is hooared,
every part rejrioes wich in, Maow you
are the body ab Chris, and each one
of vou is & part of & {1 Corinthians
12:24-27).

Look around. The wheelchair
transpores one whos injured o il
We'te called oo lock beyond appear
ance amd see an integral pan of
Chirist’s hody: Thar sighe-impaired
of hearing-impaired person carries
sone special gife thar complenes us

Ihe lady winh a disfiguring ir )
the guy in the shabby clothing,
the young man with the disease
thar makes him lpak ditferent
they're noa here by accidenr. We
need them.

Croil hasn't abamdomed chem., He
doesnt wane us no gensly tow them
our of sight. He wams us mo help
them discower amid wse cheir pifos in
His service.

And He desssn’t wanr me me hidle
cither, [ used o imagine char Cend
e e Ly hair hecase Fle likad
lonking down ar ey head. I'm srans
ing, to think He mighe innend oy
bare scalp as a place o display His
reminider, “Yosne moran shandooed
persan!” i

Need restoration?

MULIT
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